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COURSE TRANSFORMATION 
Previous Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: $267.95 

Previous Course Textbook or Materials required for students to buy:  

$211.50: Ricklefs, R., and Relyea, R. 2014. Ecology: the economy of nature (7th edition). 
W. H. Freeman, New York. 
 
$21.50: Ecology Lab Manual. UNF, Jacksonville. 
 
$34.95: Hofmann, A.H. Writing in the biological sciences (2nd edition). Oxford University 
Press, New York. 
 
New Total Cost of Instructional Materials per Student: $21.50 

$0: Correa, A (ed.) 2015. Introduction to ecology and evolutionary biology. OpenStax. 

$21.50: Ecology Lab Manual. UNF, Jacksonville. 

NARRATIVE  
Provide a brief summary for each of the following prompts:  

1. Describe challenges and accomplishments you experienced in finding and 

integrating OER materials. 

Honestly, I did not experience any challenges. I went to the OpenStax website 
and I found a general ecology textbook that fits my class structure very well 
within five minutes. As an added bonus, I personally know the scientist who put 
together this OER textbook, so I know it’s a high-quality product. After finding 
the textbook, it took about three hours of reading and thinking to figure out how 
best to incorporate this new resource into my existing class structure. 



 

 

2. Discuss how the integration of OERs will make impacts on your teaching and 

your students. 

Integrating an OER textbook into my class will make me feel better about 
assigning readings. In the past, using traditional textbooks, I always felt guilty 
forcing my students to read material because I knew the textbooks were so 
expensive. It felt like I was putting a barrier in front of them, especially knowing 
that many of my students work part-time or full-time and are paying their own 
way through college. Now, by integrating an OER textbook into my class I’ve 
removed one of the barriers to success and both I and my students can more 
freely engage with the material. 

 

3. Share any valuable lessons learned from the process. 

The most valuable lesson for me was learning how easy the whole process can 
be. From start to finish it took just over three hours! I know it won’t be that easy 
in all cases, but even if it took 20 hours it would still be worth it to me. I’m so 
glad I’ve freed my students from having to buy expensive textbooks that most of 
them will only use once in their life.  
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